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SENATOR BAKER: De b a t e h a s b e e n ce a s e d . Se n a t o r B r a sh e a r , y ou
are recognized to close on your amendment.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . President, thank you. Memb ers of the
body, t h ank yo u f o r you r t i me a n d a t t en t i on t o t hi s i s sue . I ' d
l ik e t o r ev i ew . I was pr esent and par t i c i pat i n g w i t h yo u
y est e r d a y a f t e r we ' d co m e o f f o f L B 7 59 , wh e n w e se em e d t o b e
having so me d i f f i cu l t y dec i d i n g i f and w hen and t o w ha t e x t e n t ,
if at all, we' re going to b ro aden our tax base , as LB 759
provides. And I heard that we wanted to cut more spending.
Well, so I'm trying to step up and make an offer that, here's 14
or 12 m i l l i on dol l a r s of spe n d i n g we ca n c u t , a n d d o n o ha r m , I
wil l cont en d , do no harm t o an y o ne , b e c ause t h i s i s t he 14 or
12 mi l l i o n d o l l a r s o f add i t i on a l re ve n ue t ha t no b o dy c o u ld have
possibly p lanned on h aving or a lready have budgeted the
expendi t u r e o f , bec a use we . . . maybe a l l of you , b ut at l eas t I ' m
not willing to concede I even know whether LB 759 is going to
pass . Bu t I wa n t ed t o mea n i n g f u l l y an d s ub s t a n t i v e l y
participate in the d iscussion of cutting spending. It appears
that there is some understanding among all of us as to what a
b roadened t ax b a se wi l l d o . I t ' s n o t a l l b ad . I n f a c t , t h e r e
will be additional revenue. Now, this morning we went forward
on what was Senator Beutler and then Senator Bromm's amendment,
and we' ve made some decisions about what further cuts will do to
K-12 e d u c a t i o n a nd w h a t f u r t h e r c u t s wi l l d o t o t h e . . . t o h i g h e r
e ducat i on . I t was my unde r s t a n d i ng , a s I l i s t en e d t o d e b a t e
yesterday, I heard a number of you speak with conviction about
the fact you wanted no more cuts there. And so it was stepping
i nt o t h a t t en s i o n b e t w e e n f i n d i n g so m e m or e cu t s a n d n o t c u t t i ng
K-12 and no t c u t t i ng h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , t ha t I t hou g h t we ought
t o of f er t h i s , becau s e I w o u l d d e f e n d f o r a l ong t i m e , t o t he
extent y o u ' d l et m e , t hi s i s new r e v e nue . And t o t he ex t ent
t hat you wou l d have c i t i es r eb a t i n g t he i r a i d a n d n o t t ak i ng
state aid, and it being made whole by new sales tax revenue,
they would not be damaged. N evertheless, like anybody who' s
ever been here, yesterday I (laugh) suffered one huge defeat on
s omething I wa s t r y i ng t o do . And I don ' t ne e d t o be h ~ t ove r
t he h ea d a se c o n d t i me . Bu t I wi l l d e f e n d t h e f a c t t h a t we ' ve
discussed this, because I know exactly what would hav< happened
if we hadn't discussed it. Thirty days or sixty days after the
close of the session, somebody would be talking about, you know,
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